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Pay-To-Play Ban Proposal Depends On
Blagojevich

General Assembly Approved Ban On Contributions By State
Contractors In May, But Governor Hasn't Signed It

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — In most states, tight controls on political fundraising are the
norm.

Yet in lllinois, with its reputation as the Wild West of campaign finance, legislation to limit
pay-to-play politics by barring some contributions is a big deal.

But it's not a done deal.

After months of wrangling, the General Assembly approved in May a ban on contractors
with state deals of $50,000 or more from giving campaign contributions to the officeholders
who hired them. Whether it becomes law depends on the signature of a governor who has
been held up as the primary example of why such a ban is needed.

"lllinoisans have a right to expect that state contracts are awarded based on quality of
services and not quantity of campaign contributions," said the bill's sponsor, Rep. John
Fritchey, D-Chicago. "l can't think of a state in this country that more desperately needs to
have its faith restored in state government."

From the Chicago maxim to "vote early and often" to the 6 1/2-year federal prison sentence
former Republican Gov. George Ryan is serving for racketeering, lllinois has long been a
hearth for political corruption. Patronage for politicians' relatives and cronies has seemingly
been a right.

And Gov. Rod Blagojevich, a Democrat who ran as a reformer in 2002, now has federal
prosecutors on his tail, investigating, among other things, pay-to-play politics: trading state
contracts and jobs for campaign contributions. He has not been charged with any
wrongdoing.

The idea of the new legislation is to limit the temptation to award big donors with
taxpayer-financed plums -- or at least to dent the perception of those trade-offs. If you get a
big contract, you can't "pay back" your new boss with a campaign gift, goes the reasoning.

And there are stricter reporting rules on those contractors. They have to report if they give
to another candidate, so taxpayers can monitor whether money is getting passed through to
others.

Senate President Emil Jones, a Chicago Democrat, still worries the ban would simply
encourage contractors to give money to state parties, which would then hand the cash to
the officeholder.

http://cbs2chicago.com/politics/pay.to.play.2.748378.html
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Those offices are all occupied by potential Blagojevich challengers in 2010.

But Blagojevich's prodigious fundraising would have taken the spotlight in the debate

anyway.
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"The governor is a lot of what's driving this, whether he's out in front of it or under it," said
David Morrison of the lllinois Campaign for Political Reform.

Blagojevich has repeatedly denied a connection between contracts and contributions. A
spokeswoman did not respond to a request for comment.
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Kent Redfield, political science professor at the University of lllinois at Springfield, noted the
irony of depending on a governor who is "Exhibit A for why we need the bill" to sign it into
law.
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The measure is unique only because lllinois' campaign finance structure is so open. Most
states and the federal government limit the size of contributions or the type of contributor,
making legislation such as lllinois' unnecessary.
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Whether this legislation works to combat corruption would depend on the desire to change
the political culture, Redfield said.

"You have to change both the law and attitude," he said. "And this is lllinois."
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